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“I really hate the thought

of oxygen. I think I’d
sooner get to the foot of

the final pyramid without

oxygen than to the top

with it.” 
– Sandy Irvine

“The idea of sending 
a scientific 

expedition to 

Everest is really 

deplorable. There 

could be no worse 

mixing of 

objectives.”
- Dr Tom Longstaff



Edmund Hillary & Tenzing Norgay, Everest 1953



Dr. Griffith Pugh, expert in physiology 



“The idea of taking a physiologist was repugnant. I myself fully imagined a kind 

of vampire, lurking at Camp III in readiness to absorb our blood and deflate our 

lungs as we weaved wearily over the icefall.” – Wilfred Noyce
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